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The decision to hold the exhibition was based on the conviction that
Ioannis Capodistrias, both as Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs and as
first Governor of the modern Greek state, was a fervent supporter of
collaboration among peoples, social justice, the peaceful solution of international
disputes, and one of the first to express the modern ideal of the European Union.

In selecting this particular subject and in the subsequent organization of the
material, the following were taken into account:

• The historical background and circumstances in which Ioannis Capodistrias lived and
worked.
• The personality of the man and his contribution to the settlement of serious national
and international disputes that troubled Europe in the early 1800s.
• His visions of organizing, unifying and promoting Europe and how they have been
implemented today.
• The permanent values of Greek culture that Ioannis Capodistrias served and expressed
ideally on both the European and national Greek level.
• The interest presented by the Exhibition for many countries in Europe (Switzerland,
Russia, France and others) to which it is planned that the Exhibition would travel.
•

The bulk of valuable information about Ioannis Capodistrias, which is scattered in
private and public archives of several European countries (such as state archives and
universities) as well as in private collections.
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The exhibition entitled “Ioannis Capodistrias” The Hellene – The European – Homo Universalis
is inextricably linked to the conception and consolidation of the vision, which the European –
Greek Capodistrias had two centuries ago of a United Europe and the prominent role it plays
at international level.
In particular, Ioannis Capodistrias was:
• Harbinger of the idea of a United Europe, a dedicated supporter of the vision of the
European continent as a universal place and “common homeland” of the peoples who
inhabit it.
• Clear-sighted observer of the needs of the global community, with pioneering ideas for
creating a supranational organization (precursor of the idea of the League of Nations
and the United Nations) whose purpose would be to help resolve international
disputes.
The importance of both the personality and the work of Ioannis Capodistrias will be
documented by the exhibits and will show that he was:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A genuine Greek, a European and a Homo Universalis with a vision.
A man of farsightedness and practicality.
Sound in his judgment and able to aptly assess the circumstances of his time.
Able to take advantage of circumstances.
Methodical in his work.
Appreciated, even by his rivals for his liberal and democratic ideas and his political and
diplomatic abilities
• Devoted, flexible and persistent in accomplishing his goals.
• A man of integrity.

All the above show Ioannis Capodistrias to be a model politician, a diplomat and a figure of
international prestige and influence, given that in extremely unfavourable conditions, initially
as an officer of the Russian Diplomatic Service and then as the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Russia, and finally as the first Governor of the Modern Greek State, he managed to:
Settle the thorny problems of Switzerland by offering the country a model system of federal
organization and government (1814). The Swiss honored him for his dedication by making
him an honorary citizen of Switzerland.
Propose and inspire the successful State organization of Poland, as well as the federal
structure of the German nation.
Deter the partition of France after the defeat of Napoleon in Waterloo and make the Great
Powers of the time adopt his views on the withdrawal of the occupation troops from France.
He also managed to secure favorable terms for French debts, during the Congress in Aix la
Chappelle. France immediately expressed its gratitude for his unwavering stance by awarding
him the Grand Cross Decoration of the Legion of Honour, while for his exceptional abilities
and his contribution to the settlement of serious European disputes he was decorated with
the medal of St. Vladimir by the Czar Alexander I, the medal of the Black Eagle by the King of
Prussia, the medal of St. Stephen by the Emperor of Austria, the medal of the White Eagle by
Poland, the medal of Faith by the Kingdom of Wittenberg and the liberated city of Krakow
made him an honorary citizen. Finally, the Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg nominated
him as its Associate.
Address issues in European Congresses (mainly in the Vienna Congress in 1815 and the
Congress of Aix la Chappelle in 1818) and raise public consciousness concerning the social
issue of slavery of African people, by submitting a petition with a full plan for the quick and
effective solution to the problem and suggesting the establishment of a special organization
(L’ Institution Africaine). Sixty-seven years after the death of Capodistrias, the Berlin Congress
(1884-1885) agreed on the need for the establishment of ‘Association Internationale
Africaine’, based on the organization suggested by Capodistrias in his petition of 1818.
To bring about the recognition of the Ionian Islands as a ‘Free and Independent State’ –
originally under the English governorship – thus securing better conditions for at least one
part of Greece, which was enslaved to the Turks, and opening up new prospects for the
liberation and the reestablishment of the entire Greek State, which finally happened as a
result of his efforts.
To lay the foundations of the Modern Greek State by carrying out between 1828 and 1831 a
tremendous work of reforms for economic recovery, and organize the political, state, social,
educational and other institutions.
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SWITZERLAND – Geneva
Ioannis Capodistrias settled the thorny problems of Switzerland by
offering the country its model system of organization and government
(1814). The Swiss honored him for his dedication by making him an
honorary citizen of Switzerland

RUSSIA – Moscow & St. Petersburg
First as a diplomat and then as the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs
he became a model politician, diplomat and figure of international
prestige and influence. Czar Alexander I decorated him with the medal
of S t . Vladimir f o r h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e settlement of
serious European issues. He was known as the patron of sciences and
arts and the Academy of St. Petersburg nominated him an honorary
member.

GERMANY - Munich
Ioannis Capodistrias offered to the European history the model system
of the federal structure of the German nation that exists till now.

FRANCE - Paris
He deterred the partition of France after the defeat of Napoleon in
Waterloo and made the Great Powers of the time adopt his views on
the withdrawal of occupation troops from France. He also managed to
secure favorable terms for French debts, during the proceedings of
the congress in Aix la Chapelle. France awarded him the Grand Cross
Decoration of the Legion of Honour.

BELGIUM - Brussels
In the European Parliament, the exhibition will present Ioannis
Capodistrias as the first visionary of the Europe of the peoples in the
19th century.

AUSTRIA - Vienna
He was awarded the Grand Cross of Leopold and the Grand Cross of
the Red Kites from King of Prussia and Austria respectively. The
presence of Capodistrias in Vienna is considered very important,
together with his advice and influence on the Tsar.

SLOVENIA - Koper
His family descended from Koper (Capo d’ Istria).

CYPRUS - Nicosia
The mother of Ioannis Capodistrias was of Cypriot decent

LUXEMBURG
Where is the Seat of the Centre of European Studies “Robert Schuman”,
who promoted the European idea a century after Ioannis Capodistrias.

ITALY - Venice
The family had also roots in Venice. He studied at the University of
Padua Medicine, Philosophy & Law.

GREECE
Ioannis Capodistrias was the first governor of Greece. He divided the
country into municipal areas. Also, he enacted legal process and
reorganized the armed forces. He instituted the National Treasury and
established the first currency in Greece. Constructed shipyards in Poros
and in Nafplio.
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The island and the town of Kapodistrias in earlier depictions.
• Friedrich II – portrait.
• Group of Knights of Jerusalem – Accra – Rhodes – Malta.
• Picture of the Council of Knights with the Magistrate.
• View from Aquileia.
• Capodistrias’ family tree.
• Piedmont and its capital of Turin.
• Venice.
• The Capodistrias family coat of arms.
• The Contoscalis family coat of arms
• Ancient view of Corfu.
• Map of Corfu by Coronelli.
• Francesco Morozini; old lithograph and his memorial in Corfu.
• Portraits of ancestors of Ioannis Capodistrias.
• The house in Corfu.
• The cottage in Koukouritsa.
• The church of Agios Nikolaos – his parish.
• The porcelain baptismal font, where he was baptized.
• Portrait of Capodistrias at an early age.
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Padova – View from the town.
Padova – the University.
Padova – The Anatomy amphitheater
Padova – the room of the 40 with the portrait of Capodistrias.
Painting – Collection of the Bishop of Corfu.
The French in Corfu, 1797.
The Russian-Turks in Corfu, 1798.
Gravure – The Russian admiral Usakov.
Cephalonia – 1801.
The desk from his office, when he was the Secretary of the Ionian State
Leukas – 1807.
Katsantonis, Kitsos Botsaris and other ‘armatoloi’ (men-at-arms) in Leukas of 1807.
Portrait of Ali Pasha of Tepeleni.
Gravure - Peace of Tilcit.
Document of the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Earl Petrovic Rumiancev, by which Capodistrias is
called to assume office in St. Petersburg.
Documents of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Vienna – Russian Embassy.
Gravures: - Ignatiev of Hungary-Wallachia
- I.G. Eynard.
- Nikolaos Spiliades.
- Theodoros Kolokotronis.
- Alexandros Mavrokordatos.
- Spyridon Trikoupis.
- Ioannis Colettis.
- Anastasios Polyzoides.
- The poet Alexandros Soutsos.
- Petros Mavromichalis.
- Constantinos Mavromichalis.
- Georgios Mavromichalis.
Playing cards of the time depicting Capodistrias.
Stamp depicting Capodistrias.
Banknote of GRD 500 depicting Capodistrias.
20-cent EURO Coin depicting Capodistrias.

ATHENS – GREECE
The National Historical Museum – The Old Parliament
- Portrait of Governor Ioannis Capodistrias (0.50 x 0.42)
- Lithography of Ioannis Capodistrias (0.28 x 0.20)
- Portrait of Constantinos Kanaris (0.50 x 0.40).
- Portrait of Andreas Miaoulis (0.50 x 0.40).
- Portrait of Theodoros Kolokotronis (0.50 x 0.40).
- Portrait of Adamantios Korais (0.50 x 0.40).
- Printed programme: Arrangements of the Funeral of Ioannis Capodistrias (0.35 x 0.49).
- Portrait of Dimitrios Ypsilantis (0.50 x 0.40).
- Portrait of Georgios Mavromichalis (0.50 x 0.40).
- Portrait of Constantinos Mavromichalis (0.50 x 0.40).
- The assassination of Ioannis Capodistrias; by a folk art painter (0.25 x 0.40).
- Bust of Ioannis Capodistrias (0.40 high).
- Bust of Roxandra Stourtza (0.40 high).
- The will of the national benefactor from Epirus, Ioannis Dombolis (d.1850), a friend and collaborator of
Capodistrias’, announcing the foundation of the Capodistrian University of Athens (0.20 x 0.16).
- Portrait of Dombolis (0.30 x 0.20).
The Bank of Greece
- Banknotes of GRD 500 depicting I. Capodistrias (0.15 x 0.16, two sides).
- Coins of 20 cents EURO depicting I. Capodistrias (0.021 x 0.042, two sides).
P. F. Christopoulos
- Valuable collection of historical and literary publications on Ioannis Capodistrias, among which there are
some very rare items (most are 0.20-0.25 high).
- Manuscripts of the work on the Capodistrian period by Nikolaos Spiliades (0.30 x 0.21).
- Portrait of Spiliades (0.25 x 0.20).
- Series of colour slides, depicting scenes such as the University of Padova (where a full-length portrait of
Ioannis Capodistrias exists), his actual home in Corfu, the Capodistrias cottage in Koukouritsa, the monastery
of Platytera and the graves of his family (they may printed as photographs 0.30 x 0.25 or even larger).

GREECE - ATHENS
Aexoni, Little Chapel of Standing Father Marios Dapergolas
- Painting depicting his narrow escape of a fatal accident in Corfu (0.30 x 0.40 cm).
- Portrait of Nikiforos Theotokis (0.50 x 0.35 cm) and other Capodistrian exhibits from Corfu.
Aspiotis Publishing House S.A.
- Playing cards depicting Capodistrias (0.10 x 0.8 – 30 items).
The Parliament Library
- Cd.233 Protocol & documents of the Senate, 1829-30 (0.225 x 0.32).
- Cd.237 Outgoing mail of the 4th National Assembly, 1827-1829 (0.30 x 0.21).
- Cd.238 Minutes of the 3rd National Assembly, 1827 (0.25 x 0.19).
- Cd.239 Resolutions and protocols of the 3rd National Assembly, 1827 (0.25 x 0.19).
- Cd.240 Minutes of the Senate, 1829-1832 (0.265 x 0.17).
- Cd.242 Protocols of the Senate, 1829-1831.
- Cd.285 Outgoing mail from the Governor’s documents, 1830-1832.
- Cd.333 Observations sur un projet… [concerning I.C.], (0.227 x 0.151).
- Cd.354 Book of the Peloponnesian Senate, 1822 (0.349 x 0.372).
- Cd.441 Book of the Peloponnesian Senate, 1822 (0.395 x 0.285).
- Cd.443 Copies of letters by I. Capodistrias (0.300 x 0.200).
- Cd.445 Michael Soutsos to Ioannis and Augustine Capodistrias (0.703 x 0.192)
- Capodistrian documents from the archives (0.70 x 0.71)
- Bust of Ioannis Capodistrias by Cossos (50 cm tall).
- Body of the newspaper Apollo of Hydra, 1831(0.30 x 0.21).
General Archives of the Greek State
- Selection from the documents of I. Capodistrias (0.21x 0.18)
Gennadeios Library
- Material from books and pictures (most books are 25 cm high. Pictures of various dimensions).
- Map of Corfu by the English painter Lear (gravure 0.35 x 0.25)
National Library
N. Kazantzakis, Ioannis Capodistrias First ed. (0,20 x 0,14

GREECE
The Corfu Cathedral
- Portrait of I. Capodistrias at an early age (0.35 x 0.25).
- Russian Bishop’s Pectoral Cross, donated by I. Capodistrias to the Monastery of Platytera of Corfu (approx.
0.07in diameter).
- Icon of the Virgin Mary, which Capodistrias had in his room (0.20 tall).
- Painting depicting I. Capodistrias’s accident when he was a doctor in Corfu and he fell off his horse. The
animal dragged him and he was saved by a miracle 90.30 x 0.40).
- The baptismal font from the church of Agios Nikolaos, his parish, in which I. Capodistrias was baptised
(0.20cm tall).
NAFPLIO
- Paintings of Nafplio from the Capodistrian period (various sizes).
- The School of Army Cadets (photograph 0.30 x 0.25).
TIRYNS
- The Agricultural School (photograph 0.20 x 0.25).
HYDRA
- Hydra in the period of the Greek War of Independence (paintings of various dimensions, approx. 0.50 x
0.30).
- Portraits of Kountouriotis (0.50 x 0.30).
- Documents from the local Archive (0.30 x 0.21 the largest).
- Body of the newspaper Apollo of Hydra, 1831 (0.30 cm high)
ENGLAND
Windsor Castle of England, Waterloo Chamber
- Portrait of Ioannis Capodistrias painted in Vienna by the English painter Thomas Lawrence.
AUSTRIA
Vienna / City Museum
- Vienna of 1811, prior to the demolition of the walls.
- Portrait of the Emperor Francis II (1768-1835).
- Portrait of Prince Metternich.
- Painting from the Vienna Congress (1815).
FRANCE
- Portrait of Napoleon (c.1815).
- Portrait of Louis XVIII (1814-1924).
- Photograph – Paris in 1814.
GERMANY
Gravure –Ad Albert Marc , the house in Nafplio

GREECE
AEGINA Island
- Photograph – The ‘Palace of Barbagiannis’ (0.30 x 0.25) the largest).
- Photograph – The orphanage of Capodistrias (0.30 x 0.25 the largest).
- Photograph – The school of Eynard (0.30 x 0.25 the largest).
- Photograph – The National Printing Office on Aegina in the Capodistrian period (0.30 x 0.25 the largest).
- Body of the newspaper ‘Aeginea’, 1831 (0.22 x 0.16).
ARGOS
- Photograph – The barracks of Capodistrias (photograph 0.30 x 0.25).
- Photograph – The ancient theatre, where the National Assembly convened.

CYPRUS
The Readers’ Society of Corfu
- The personal desk of Ioannis Capodistrias, as an officer of the Ionian State (surface 1.50 x 0.80) and several
other articles.
- Corfu Branch / Capodistrias Archives
- The document of 15 May 1808, by which the Chancellor of Russia Rumiancev (1754-1826) calls I.
Capodistrias to assume
office in the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (0.28 x 0.22)
The Municipality of Corfu
- Painting by C. Pachis, The assassination of I. Capodistrias (0.36 x 0.80).
- Painting by S. Prosalentis: Warrior of 1821 (0.60 x 0.40).
- Portrait of Andreas Moustoxydis (0.60 x 0.400.
- Selection from the rich collection of views from Corfu (the dimensions vary).
The Society of Corfu Studies
- Capodistrias Archive, v. I – VIII and X (9 volumes, 0.25 tall).
- Illustrations (of various dimensions).
Theotokis Family / Library and Personal Articles
- Archival material books and articles (no dimensions).
Viaros Capodistrias
- Personal Articles (no dimensions).
The Capodistrias Family Cottage in Koukouritsa
- Portraits of all Capodistrias family members (0.50 x 0.30 each), a painting depicting their family tree (0.40
cm) and several other personal articles, among which there is authentic furniture (such as dining room set,
cabinets, various lamps and bookcases).
- Bust of I. Capodistrias (0.50 tall).
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